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LIGO is funded by the NSF, and operated by Caltech and MIT, which conceived of LIGO and led the Initial
and Advanced LIGO projects. Financial support for the Advanced LIGO project was led by the NSF with
Germany (Max Planck Society), the U.K. (Science and Technology Facilities Council) and Australia
(Australian Research Council) making significant commitments and contributions to the project. More than
1,200 scientists and some 100 institutions from around the world participate in the effort through the LIGO
Scientific Collaboration, which includes the GEO Collaboration and the Australian collaboration OzGrav.
Additional partners are listed at http://ligo.org/partners.php The Virgo collaboration consists of more than
280 physicists and engineers belonging to 20 different European research groups: six from Centre National
de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) in France; eight from the Istituto Nazionale di Fisica Nucleare (INFN)
in Italy; two in the Netherlands with Nikhef; the MTA Wigner RCP in Hungary; the POLGRAW group in
Poland; Spain with the University of Valencia; and the European Gravitational Observatory, EGO, the

laboratory hosting the Virgo detector near Pisa in Italy, funded by CNRS, INFN, and Nikhef.
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